
 

 

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POLICY ROUNDTABLE 

Making Higher Education Relevant to Society: Lessons from Gandhi 

 September 18, 2019 

Hosted By: Association of Indian Universities, New Delhi 

Venue 

Lecture Room No.1  

India International Centre (IIC) Annexe 

40, Max Mueller Marg, Lodhi Gardens, Lodhi Estate, New Delhi, 

Educating the Mind, Body and Heart 

International Dialogue on Gandhi and Higher Education Today 

Jointly Organized By: UNESCO Chair in Community Based Research and Social Responsibility in Higher 

Education 

UNESCO New Delhi Cluster Office 

Association of Indian Universities (AIU) 

International Development Research Centre (IDRC) 

September 18 - 20, 2019; New Delhi  

AGENDA 



 

 

 

 

9. 30 am - 10 am 

 

Registration 

 

10.00 am- 10.15 am 

 

Opening Remarks 

 

Chair: Dr (Mrs.) Pankaj Mittal (Secretary General, Association of Indian 

Universities) 

 

 

Co-Chair: Dr. Rajesh Tandon (Co-Chair UNESCO Chair in Community Based 

Research and Social Responsibility of Higher Education Institutes) 

 

 

 

 

10.15 am - 10.35 am 

 

Special Address: Gandhi’s Vision and Values for Higher Education 

 

Dr. PV Rajagopal: Managing Trustee of IGINP (International Gandhian Initiative 

for Nonviolence and Peace), eminent Gandhian practitioner 

 

 

10.35 am - 11.00 am 

 

Keynote Address: Principles and Perspectives in Higher Education Policies in 

India 

 

Dr. Bhushan Patwardhan: Vice-Chairman, University Grants Commission (UGC), 

Government of India 

 

 

11.00 am - 11.30 am 

 

Open Discussion 

 

11.30 am - 12.15 pm 

 

Dialogue on Societal Relevance of Higher Education: International Policy 

Perspectives  

 

Speakers: 

 

a. Policy Perspectives from East Africa: 
Prof. George L Openjuru , Vice Chancellor, Gulu University, Uganda 

             

b. Deepening Societal Engagement of Higher Education in Canada:  

Prof. Catherine Krull, Special Advisor to the Provost, University of Victoria  

 

c. Policy Convergence to Deepen Engaged Teaching & Research in Italy: 

Prof. Alberto Merler, University of Sassari, Italy 

Prof. Andrea Vargiu, Professor, University of Sassari, Italy 

 



 

 

 

12.15 pm - 12.50 pm 

 

 

Open Discussion 

12.50 pm - 01.00 

pm 

Closing Reflections 

 

Dr. Budd Hall: Co-Chair UNESCO Chair in Community Based Research and 

Social Responsibility of Higher Education Institutes 

 

 

 


