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The UNESCO UNITWIN Network on
Education, Epistemic Justice and the
Knowledge Commons (EpiNet) was
launched at the Singapore University of
Social Sciences (SUSS) on 3 August 2026,
by Dr Rajesh Tandon, PRIA and Dr Carol
Ma, Singapore University of Social Sciences.

The launch brought together universities,
researchers and knowledge institutions
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and the knowledge commons, particularly within the Southeast Asian context.

EpiNet is the first UNESCO UNITWIN Network dedicated to advancing epistemic justice
and the knowledge commons. As one of its six founding members, Participatory Research
in Asia (PRIA) contributes its longstanding work on participatory research, knowledge
democracy and community-based knowledge creation to the network.

Dr Tandon noted the importance of the network, as it brings together institutions across
Africa, Asia, Europe, North America and Australia- creating opportunities dialogue and

: collaboration. He
commenced his presentation
| by drawing attention to the
persistent inequalities that
shape how knowledge is
produced, published, shared
{ and recognised globally.
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Academic and scientific knowledge continues to be privileged over other ways of knowing,
creating barriers to more equitable participation in knowledge creation. Addressing
contemporary global challenges therefore requires knowledge systems that are more
inclusive, collaborative and capable of recognising different forms of expertise and
experience.

He introduced the core principles of Epinet, highlighting epistemic justice as the principle
that everyone has the right to produce, share and be recognised as a legitimate holder of
knowledge. This raises fundamental questions about whose knowledge counts and whose
knowledge is valued. In this context, EpiNet seeks to create spaces where different knowledge
traditions can meet on more equitable terms.

The presentation also introduced the related ideas of decolonised knowledge and education
and the knowledge commons. Decolonised approaches recognise that knowledge is
produced not only within universities and formal institutions, but also through Indigenous,
local, experiential, reminiscent, community and lived experiences. The knowledge common:s,
meanwhile, understands knowledge as something that can be collectively created, shared,
adapted and used for the common good. EpiNet aims to contribute to a pluriversal knowledge
commons by creating equitable and reciprocal global research and educational partnerships.

A particularly important part of Dr Tandon’s message was his invitation to researchers and
knowledge practitioners across Southeast Asia to actively contribute their work to EpiNet.
He stressed that the network should not become another platform where knowledge from the
Global North dominates global conversations. If contributions are not actively broadened,
there is a risk that the platform itself could reproduce the very knowledge inequalities that
EpiNet seeks to challenge. Researchers from Southeast Asia and other regions therefore have
an important role in bringing their scholarship, research, local knowledge and diverse
experiences into the network and ensuring that the global conversation reflects multiple
knowledge traditions and perspectives.




The launch at SUSS also connected EpiNet’s larger agenda of epistemic justice with the
recognition of older adults as knowledge holders. Their memories, lived experiences and
wisdom represent important forms of experiential and community knowledge that can
contribute to intergenerational learning and creating more inclusive societies.

The launch at SUSS, thus positioned EpiNet not simply as an academic network, but as a
platform for rethinking who produces knowledge, whose knowledge is recognised, and how
knowledge can be shared as a common public good across Southeast Asia.

Dr Tandons presentation for EpiNet and basic concepts is available to view open-access here-
online link to ppt




