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INTENTION BEHIND THIS TALK 

A SAD PARADOX 

• Several books on action research, including handbooks 
for practitioners, are published by for-profit publishers 
(Sage, Springer, etc.) at a very high price.  

• Therefore, these books are not accessible to civil 
society organizations, non-university workers or 
activists, even non-funded academics - which is a sad 
paradox for people hoping to co-construct knowledge 
or do it in a participatory way.  

• I want to raise awareness about the benefits of open 
access books among action research practitioners and 
authors hoping to change society. 



FIRST PURPOSE OF OPEN ACCESS 

Improve the productivity of research and researchers  

- Eysenbach (2006) : Since open access maximises the 

number of quotations, it « is likely to benefit science 

by accelerating dissemination and uptake of research 

findings ».  

- The quicker the results are disseminated, the quicker 

research advances, the more scientists publish and the 

morer their career prosper 

- Journals are managers of this incessant flux of results 

and papers. 
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SECOND PURPOSE OF OPEN ACCESS 

• A mainly economic purpose : « Open Access to science 

and data = cash and economic bonanza », according 

to Neelie Kroes (2013), Vice-president of the european 

community en 2013 

• OECD is for open access since it increases the 

potentialities for innovation : « avoiding duplication 

while facilitating replication, accelerating discovery, 

and driving innovation ».  

• Innovation that can be tranformed into merchandise, 

markets. 
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THIRD PURPOSE OF OPEN ACCESS 

• Democratization of access to scientific 

knowledge for people without an affiliation to a 

university:  

• K-12 teachers 

• Non-professional science lovers 

• Civil society organizations 

• Journalists 

• Public administrations 

• Graduates wishing to continue to learn and think 

• From a fiscal justice viewpoint, open access gives back 

to tax-payers what they funded through their taxes. 
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OPEN ACCESS ACCORDING TO THE 
BUDAPEST INITIATIVE (2002) 

By “open access” to [peer-reviewed research literature], 
we mean its free availability on the public internet, 
permitting any users to read, download, copy, distribute, 
print, search, or link to the full texts of these articles, 
crawl them for indexing, pass them as data to software, 
or use them for any other lawful purpose, without 
financial, legal, or technical barriers other than those 
inseparable from gaining access to the internet itself.  

The only constraint on reproduction and distribution, and 
the only role for copyright in this domain, should be to 
give authors control over the integrity of their work and 
the right to be properly acknowledged and cited. 



HOW TO MAKE « OPEN ACCESS » 

• Two possibilities for researchers: 

• Publish in an open access journal or publishing house 

• Archive one’s papers or books in an institutional 
repository (website) 

• Reminder : open access journals do practice peer 
review and can have impact factor if it is what counts… 

• Problem : For-profit publishers have started to make 
authors pay for open access (since readers should not pay 
anymore) : it has (wrongly) disgusted scientists from open 
access, deemed very expensive… 

• But it is only 30-40% of the journals. 

• All other journals do not make authors pay 

• Beware of a new enclosure! 
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24 octobre 2016, après un resserrement des critères d’admission 

DOAJ: lists of open access journals 
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Le répertoire des archives universitaires ouvertes 
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RADICAL OPEN ACCESS 

 Many journals and more and more publishing houses 
now advocate a “radical” open access practice : 
publishing in open access under Creative Commons 
licences.  

 These licences allow the re-use and re-mix of all 
knowledge thus published, therefore allowing to 
disseminate it under many different formats to 
different audiences.  

 







































CONCLUSION 

Open access is a must for every author 
sincerely wanting to reach out outside of 
the ivory tower 

 
Scientific journals and publishing houses 

exist to facilitate that kind of publication : 
do it! 
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THIS PRESENTATION 

is licenced with Creative Commons: 
 

You can use it pour your teaching or training 
activities. 

 

It is part of Knowledge commons and belongs to 
all. 

 

Your turn!  


