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Introduction

Universitycommunity engagement has acquired certain significance in recenttimbs9 { / h Qa

second conference on higher education gave a call for mainstreaming indigenous knowledge and
promoting social responsibility in higher education institutiohgecent World Report by Global

University Network for Innovation&SUNIS y G A 1 f SR aYy2¢6f SRIST 9y 3l 3ISYSy
@y UiNRKOdzi Ay 3 thas afgedfarddepenirf bogiddh éngagement of universities to

promote new types of teaching drresearch.The report analyses the concept of community

university engagement, presents the common characteristics of engaged practice, and recommends

how higher educational institutions can be active players in contributing to social chésge.
recommendationsinclude:

A Recognising the existence of multiple epistemologies and ways of knowing

A Linking engagement with the teaching and research dimension

A Establishing communityniversity dialogue and new forms of partnerships with community
organisations

¢KS 9dzNRLISIHY !'yA2yQa | 2NAT 2y wnun LINREINIBGKSg F2 Oo
ontKS LYRALY 32564 PISn/(201%, whichrecommended strengthening community
engagement and fostering social responsibility in higegiucation the University Grants Commission

(UGC) has launched a new scheme to support settirgQgntre forFostering Social Responsibility and
Community Engagement (CFSRCHjiversities

Higher educational institutions are being enjoined to @ayajor role in addressing global issues,

and new policies and networks between universities, the state and community are required to
deepen the contribution of transformative knowledge for social change. Given that there are
systemic and institutional lweiers to communityuniversity researclpartnerships andcommunity
basedresearch finds limited applications in academia, there is need for focused orientation and
concerted efforts to strengthen the network of people working in different institutiofeneed to

find common strategies and ways to institutionalise the body of knowledge that arises out of current
communityuniversity engagement practices into university structures and processes.

Itis in this context that the UNESCO Chair in Community BRessehrch and Social Responsibility in

Higher Education conducted a symposium ¢xp8il 20150t a | A y & (0 NB I Y Cohinurity A @S NA A
wSaSlk NOK t dt INdiayi&bitel Gentre)JiNéw Delhi. The symposium primarily focused on the
practices of Communitniversity Research Partnerships (CURP) across the world, and was well

attended by almost 50 stakeholders from academia, funding organisations, civil society

organisations, including a few postgraduate students.

This symposium aied to promote a dialogue on universiggommunity partnerships with a view to:
9 Shaingcomparative results frona global study of 12 countries on institutional policies and
practices in building research partnerships
1 Highlightng diversity of practices and alienges faced in community engagement in different
states of India

! Hall, Budd and Tandon, Rajesh (e#yher Education in the World 5: Knowledge, Engagement and Higher Education: Contributing to
Social ChangdPalgrave Macmillan, 2014

2Dr Cristina Escrigasade apresentationon the highlights of the 5GUNi report, whicltan be accessed at
http://www.slideshare.net/PRIAIndia/cristinascrigascommunity-basedresearchsymposiurpria-india
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91 Deliberatngupon the ways to harness the transformative potential of the new UGC Scheme
1 Promoinga platform of interested academics, officials and civil society actors in evolving
Assocation for Community Engagement (ACE) as visualised in tHeFh@& Year Plan of India.

The UNESCO Chair

Dr Rajesh Tandon, Founderesident, PRIA and Prof. Budd Hall, Professor, School of Public

Administration, University of Victoria, Canada are the figsChairs in Community Based Research

and Social Responsibility in Higher Education. It is for the first time that a UNESQ@iGhealy has

its home in two complementary but distinct institutiogsa northern academic institution and a

southern commuity based research organisation. The Chair works to promote and deepen

engagement with universities and other higher educational institutions to introduce sdeaceing

into their core functioning, and to integrate indigenous knowledge into the tewchind research

Fdzy QliAz2yad ¢KS g2N] 2F GKS / KFANJ odzZAf Ra 2y t wlL! ¢
recognising indigenous knowledge of communities as the building block of empowerment. The

efforts to value indigenous knowledge, atthe starf t wL! Q& 22 dzNy Séx F2dzy R O2
working in adult education/outreach programmes and in agricultural extension.

Over the past year, the Chaindertakentwo policy researclinitiatives¢ an IDRC supported global
studyto draw lessons on pizcy and practices in promoting universitgmmunity research
partnershipsandhighlight key institutional practices that support such partnershgssiwith
support from British Coundl series oktudies to map universitgommunity engagements in four
statesof India Interesting lessons can be drawn from these studies with specific policy
recommendations for state governments.

GlobalPerspectives otuniversity-Community Research Partnerships

In Europe, the tradition of communiyniversity engagemerttegan from the natural sciences and

the Science Shop initiative; engagement hass moved beyond mere servidearning. Science

Shops conduct research on a wide variety of issues responding to community needs. The community
comes with problems (pollution, health, traffic, etc) which they face, and the university researches

or works on thaproblem at the community level to find sustainable solutions. Research is done by
students under supervision of facultgimilarly, theLiving Knowledge Network has been set up as an
interface between the university and community in Europe.

The Europan Union (EU) recognises the importance of commuumitiversity engagement as a
YSFEya F2NJFfAIyAy3a NBaSINOK gAlGK a20ASiltf ySSRad
Research Innovation (RRI) and Mobilisation and Mutual Learning (MMLeésl grross 28 member
states. It is one of the largest public funding programmes currently in the EU. The programme has
three main pillarg; excellence in sciences, industrial leadership and societal changes. Its primary
202SOGAGS Aa a&tieAES WK arfl pditical digpdrtSoi uch ditiatives is seen as
key. Concrete action and feedback from citizens on science research is important. A survey
conductedin November2014showed that more than thredourths respondents felt science has
positive impact society, and citizens fell concerned about research issues in science (for example,
stem cell research). For the first time a citizen based process was used when five Horizon 2020
proposals were developed. Universities requiring fundiage to show intent to dialogue with
communities on research, which has to be undertaken by university youth. Knowledge transfer and
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implementation of the research at the local level is an important result of such work. VOICES (Views,
Opinions, Ideas of tiens on Science in Europe), another EU initiative, was launched three years
ago. It allows notkEuropean citizens to engage in the process.

With the emergence of new economies in Asia, increasing digitalisation and globalisation, and the
importance of the market economy, it is important that students learn to cope with diversity,

understand intercultural perspectives and the importance of ethics, civility and social responsibility.

The role of higher educational institutions should be one of engagedcseengaged learning and

engaged research. Servilgarning, as a pedagogy, becomes the link between these. Community
participatory research is the methodology which helps engagement with the community and
SEOKIy3S 2F 1y2stSR3IS din ntitStions trardmote Beyiting co@mufiy NI & 6 A
Sy3l3aSySy iz O2yRdzO0 a20Alffte& NBtSOFryd NBaSI NOK |
urged Dr Carol Massociate Director, Servitearning (OSL), Lingnan Univerdityng Kond There

are a umber of universities in Asia which undertake sernleaning initiativesand have set up an

office to facilitate community engagement. For example, Surs¥atUniversity, China; South China

University of Technology; South China Normal University; Usityexf Youth and Politics, China;
[AYy3AYylLYy ' VvAGSNEAGEZ 1 2y3 Y2y3 FyR {S2dzxZ 22YSyQa
Fund of the University Grants Committee, Hong Kong helps to promote service learning among

universities in Hong Kong.

N
- HABITAT/

Pic 1: Dr Carol Ma, Associate Director, Seivéaening (OSL), Lingnan University, Hong Kong

The DRGA LR YaA2NBR addGdzReé GAGE SR aLYy&AlACanininy | t2f A OA
wSaSkNOK t I NIy SNAKRA LA Y highliggthoviuniverdtigd danNcandfdrm@ S | y I £ & 2
themselves and create structures which will facilitate ethical, respectful research partnerships

55NJ / I NBf al Q& LINBAaASydl A2y VY htRBvwa gidedhkré ne@PBIBIndia/catafiaplrspgctiveibm-1 OO0S&aa SR |
eastasiacommunitybasedresearchsymposiumpria-india

“tNRETO I FEEfQa LINBaAS yil GA2y YhtREwa. sidesh&r&netPRIBIhdibrial-cdrmnyinitpbdsed OO0Saa SR | i
researchsymposiumpria-india
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between the university and community. The study is based on a globabaséd survey of 336
respondents (covering higher educatidiirastitutions, civil society organisations, policy makers,
funding organisations) from 53 countries, across each region of the world, carried out in four
languages. It aims to develop an understanding of commumityersity research partnerships,
promotethe significance of such partnerships, and mobilise knowledge for practitioners to take such
initiatives forward. The study will develop 12 case studies,-Baak and practical guidelines. These
results will be created and made available on open accle¢topns. The UNESCO Chair has made a
commitment to open access resources.

Key findings from the survey include:

1 Universities have to make a decision to invest in CURP

1 There is a lot of variation in the language used for such work (engaged scholarsbip, act
research, participatory research, community based research, etc)

1 Knowledge cultures in civil society organisations and universities are different. Community
knowledge is specific, and community based organisations focus on knowledge that can be
effective, that show the impact of their work. Academics hesitate to say anything with
certainty.

9 Most universities were doing ligervicein the name otommunity engagement

9 Academics are paid for research, while community groups depend on grants. There is no
permanent research capacity among them. Therefore, to develop mutuaieation,
research capacities in community groups have to be strengthened. Otherwise, we will not be
able to achieve the main vision.

Comparative analysis across regions/institutionsvg$io

1 Funding by the European Union emphasises the relationship between science and society. In
Canada, funding tends to be more for social science work.

1 When there is stated commitment to soegzonomic transformation, then possibility of
creating CURP strtures is more

1 Inthe name of community engagement, most students engage with the community. But if the
body of knowledge in the university is not built around this process, it will not be meaningful.

1 National networks where people can come together h&liRP.

1 Community engagement in recent years is visible in a number of countries. Institutionalisation
helps to maintain CURP.

GhNEFYyA&LGAZ2YIE RSGSE2LIYSyd G2 odAfR /! wt A& G(SF
aG! OF RSYAOa | NB aifidntwork witRinstlye udivarsity dyses Abdtloften act

irresponsibly by not helping to change the structure so that new life can come into higher

educational institutions. The transformative work must start in the classroom. Only then will it move
iNORSLI NIYSyidaz FIFOdzZ 6ASa IyR AyalAaddziAzyaoé

The university must be open to building knowledge along with the commupitf. Mungekar,

former member, Planning Commission, provocatively gaitl:y i St £ SOl dz- £t & R2 y23G ON
lies elsewhere. Intadictuals only transfer that knowledge to those who will use the knowlérge
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Organisational development of Indian universities and research institutemsres support for

institution building (investment in funding of institutions, decision regardirartagenda for

research, capacity for working with communitietc) Dr Anindya Chatterjee, Regional Direefsia,

Asia Regional Office, IDRC, New Dptoimpted the audienced L 5w/ KIF & 6SSy |y I OlGA
of research and innovation over the lasti€ars, supporting projects with strong community

interface in agriculture, food security, etc, in terms of systems and structurésw ThidlaTank

Initiative provides policy support across the world. IDRC also works with science councils (for

example, the Indian Council for Social Science Research) and on open educational resources in the
context of the huge demand for quality tertiary@zDl G A 2y | ONRP&a ! 4AFX¢é &l AR
NEAGSNI GAy3 L5w/ Qa O2YYAUGYSyd @ad yAa Sy EA Bdely a2 WAl K3
promoting participation of the community, we must pay attention to the issue of ethics, values and

principles (resp@G Ay 3 GKSANI f A0St AK22Rax RAIyAGES FyR LIN

Pic 2: Prof B L Mungekar, former member, Planning Commission

HABITAT
WORL.D

Pic 3: Dr Anindya ChatterjéRegional DirecteAsia, Asia Regional Office, IDRC, New Delhi
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Centre forFostering SocidResponsibility and Community Engagement (CFSRCE) in Universitie

Launched in October 2014, thisGCscheme promotes community engagement in higher education institutig
The main objectives of the scheme include promoting communitiyersity partnership to develop knowledge
for improving the lives of the people and to encourage participatory research, and alliances with community
organisations in planning and execution of projects. It seeks to propagate integration of service,-leanmvicey
and experiential learning into curricular/eourricular programmes. It also aims at creating neighbourhd
networks of educational institutions including schools and providing policy suggestions and technical assist
help foster community engagement aisdcial responsibility in higher education.

Any university aspiring to receive financial assistance under this scheme should meet the following criteria:

0] It should have demonstrated competence and sustained commitment in carrying out comm|
engagement ad social responsibility fulfillment activities.

(i) It should have made distinct contribution to the development of knowledge in the field of s
service, community engagement and inculcation of spirit of social responsibility in students.

(iii) It should have dequate infrastructure in the major disciplines engaged in the proposal, and

(iv) It should have conducted interdisciplinary research in some of the areas of knowledge involved

community engagement scheme.

Interested universities are expected to subntietr proposals in a prescribed format, which should deal with
following aspects of fostering social responsibility and community engagement:

Linking learning with community engagement

Linking research and community knowledge and engagement.

Promoting ommunity-university research partnerships

Promoting knowledge sharing, knowledge mobilization and dissemination

Devising curricular structures and short term courses

Including practitioners in the learnirigy-doing and community engagement processes, and
Promoting social innovation by students and documenting and rewarding innovative practices.

No ok~ wdhPRE

The present scheme is expected to end by March 2017. Universities which are sanctioned thearendsgeected
to make a study of the outcome and impact created by this centre in the surrounding/target community
educational institutions catered to by the universities. For the continuation of this centre in the next plan per
is necessary thaDetailed Annual Reports (DPR) and the outcome and impact studies are submitted to the
Additionally, the universities should ensure that the activities of the centre are published in the annual repc
the university. Since this initiative seeks promote and facilitate community engagement, for maintaini
transparency with respect to it, the university is obligated to post the DPR, allocations made and ¢
assessment reports on its website as well.

Comparative Analysis of Universi@ommunity Engagement Practices in India

Recent policy initiatives have been taken in India e 12 Five Year Plan of the Government of India
set up a sulzommittee which made strong recommendations on promotingaaesponsibility and
community based research in Indian higher educational institutf$is requires universities to go

beyond the teaching, research and service functions, and for community engagement to move beyond the

traditional social science gk NIl YSy ia 2F a20A2t23& |yR 62YSyQa

departments, law, economics, eftheUniversity Grants Commission has launched a new scheme to

®Tandon, Rajesh, Fostering Social Responsibility in Higher Education in India, PRIA Occasional Paper OP/2014/00&€E (available
http://lwww.pria.org/docs/Fostering_Social_Responsibility.pdf)

[7]
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support setting up o& Centre forFostering Social Responsibility and Community gamant (CFSRCE) in
Indian wiversities

In an attempt to systematise and strengthen community engagement in Indian universities and for
generating awareness on the issue, the UNESCO Chair in association with the British Council
embarked on the project ostrengtheninggCommunity Engagement in HEIs India. This project
aimed at:
1 Systematisation and analysis of innovative practices of community engagement in higher
educational institutions; identifying them and understanding its impact
1 Understanding theperception, attitude and priorities by higher educational institutions in
relation to their responsibility towards society.

In line with these objectives, the project couay four states(Punjab, West Bengal, Assam and
Karnataka wascarried out in association withaRjab University, North Bengal University, Indian
Institute of Technologysuwahati and Jain University. The research was conducted in Punjab and
West Bengal in early 2014, Asgdaghalayawere covered in mieR015, and thelast leg of the
project in Karnataka was wodnup in late 2014arly 2015.In each of the states, the research
involved both qualitative and quantitative methods for understanding the attitudes and opinions of
higher educational institutionen community @gagement and four regional workshops to elicit the
views of a variety of stakeholders.

The study conducted by the UNESCO Chair gave an opportunity to understand the totality and
nature of the community engagement work being carried out by Panjab Urtiuefsie departments
2T a20A2ft2383 62YSYyQa addzRRAS&Y Yy(iKNRLRf23& | yR
O2YYdzy AGASE F2NJ GKSANI NBASEFNDODK 2y LI yOKI &l GA NI ¢
@2dzi KX SiGO0® ¢ K StudeSiy the\sBeioldgy tidpadtraeYithas Qandudted workshops in
nearby localities. These departments offer some courses, invite local people for workshops and carry
out general awareness and sensitisation programmes. They were all certain this was community
engagement. However, the community research currently being carried out at Panjab University is
not what the UNESCO Chpippagates asommunity based researchi.a 2 a0 RSLI NI YSy da |
community-university engagement should be integrated and includethéncurriculum. At present
GK2dzaK GKSNB Aa y2 &G NHzO0G deMBonki RapeanyFadulty of AgSA @S NE A
Panjab University

INdia HabDitat Centre, New Delhi

parch and traininc e
\ Y

i

R RO AR ROERONR
Pic 4: Dr Ronki Ram, Dean, Faculty of Arts, Panjab University.
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The findings from the survey conductedhiigher educational institutions in Assam show that some
departments have research projects that create relationships with the comm@irSiyme of these

efforts do use patrticipatory research methods (for example, the civil engineering department at [IT
Guwahati). A community radio initiative (Radio Luit, 90.8 FM) of Guwahati University is an

interesting example in community engagement. It offers several programmes for the target groups

of university students and the community. It aims to engage the commimia tweway dialogue.

The entrepreneurship development programme aims to foster entrepreneurial skills among the
community.While there is scope for engagement, higher educational institutions in Assam require

very large investment and linkages betweernii  { SK2tf RSNE (G2 2@0SNO2YS (G(KS (
higher education as per the National Education Policy of India is to make sincere efforts to make it

an institution of socieeconomic transformation. Given this and the fact that higher educational

instii dzi A 2y & KIF @S | 00S&aa G2 NB&az2dNDSas Al Aa SELISOI
Saikia, Assistant Professor (Political Science), Indian Institute of TechnologhaGuwa

~
HABITAT
WORI.D

Pic 5: Dr Pahi SaikiAssistant Professor (Political Scient@jian Institute of Technology, Guwahati

Issues in Mainstreaming/niversity-Community Engagement Practices in India
Some barriers in mainstreaming universitgmmunity engagement practices in India were raised
during the discussions in the symposium.

V AmoAddzA e gAGK NBaLISOG G2 GKS O2yO0SLIi 2F wO:!

G¢KS | FakLIf /I 2YYAGGSS NBLR NI Of SI NI & YSYUGA2y:
communities. Universities have been set up as ivory towers, only giving to the commupgy. M
engagement is currently from the side of the university. If community is to contribute their
knowledge to the university, there should be an acknowledgement of equality. There needs to be
SLA&GSY2t23A0Ft YSFIyAy3a 27T dzdiRBolBeéviPyasad, ySahodDd Y Y dzy A
Social Work, Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. In Rajasthan, for example, the Gujjar
community had refined knowledge of managing cattle, but since it was not acknowledged as

°5 NJ {FATAFQa LINBaSyil GAz2y YIHS/wawslidedide.netORAdam@tieastindigtdr-pabc- | O0SaaSR I i
sakia?related=1
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Gly26ft SRISE A inilakyl vaterch&n®esfing fisartliofbnativeAknowledge in Rajasthan.

I 2¢ Oly adzOK (y2e¢tSR3IS 6S fSINYyiGd oe FyR GF1Sy ol
F62dzi GKS WaOK2f I NBRKALI 2F Sy3aFr3asSySyidQs esNIiAxAOdz |
discovery, application and learns from the community. Only then is it useful engagement. If an

FOF RSYAOAlIY atAaftf FSSta KSkakKS Aa NBYRSNAy3a was
Sy 3 3 S PréfyDéviFrasaelaborated.

Pic 6: ProDevi Prasad, Professdiata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai
V /[ 2YYdzyAGé Sy3l 3SY-O¢zENA Odz& SBY | OD4A 5 & & O

| A3KSN) SRdzOF A2y OFlyy2i 0SS LISNOSAGSR Ay Aazfl GA?z
a subordinate functiomr should be viewed as a different approach to research. Since community
engagement refers to a mutually beneficial relationship, the challenge is to sustain it in face of

complex realites & | A R 5 NIJr $alki& elieyes thetelale o sets didemicians; those

that use/teach through library resources, and those who believe in moving out of the university

campus, in the relationship between theory and empirical realities. She also spoke of the questions

that are raised when technology institaty & £ A1S LL¢ adk NI | al adSNDa LI
studies.

The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) imiaslianableo visit villages
where universities were undertaking work. NAAC seems to be giving credit to universliies
the basis of teaching and research.

V Institutional impedimentsind limited provision of funds

The current university system in India educates students to become elites. Higher educational
institutions should offer skills, knowledge and attitudinal ches, moving from classroom teaching
to experiential learning.

0One of the reasons why the Indian educational system cannot keep pace with the outside world is
because teaching is divorced from real, practical life. Universities in India unfortunately always take

[10]
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pride in teaching within the confines of the institutiofihey are rarely concerned with what is
KFELIWSYAY3a Ay (GKS 2dziaARS 62NIRd t N OGAOLKE (y26f 8
Mungekar, former member, Planning Commission.

Earlier, there were many initiatives written into the university syst(such as, students as delegate
members in Lucknow University, Balak Mata Centres and Institute of Education and Development in
Jamia Milia Islamia). Problems arose when universities were made uniform and made to follow the
same pattern. Unique initiates began to disappeawith curriculum development being taken

over by curriculum development councils, universities are not at liberty to frame their own syllabi.

Prof. Furgan Qamar, Secretary General, Association of Indian Universities, acknowled gt

FYR LI2&0G3ANF RdzFr S LINRIANI YYSAa Ay LI NIAOdzZ F NJ I NB @€
not given freedom to design, develop and implement curricula, research efforts are not connected

G2 GSIFOKAY3 YR NBaSIF N®#KdR2Sa y2i AYyF2N¥Y (Sl OKAYy

G2 KSy &addzRSyida ¢2N] 6AGK GKS O2YYdzyAdiASazr (GKSNB
SGO00 2F GKAa @¢2N] ¢ alFAR 5N !2F& YdzYFr NE FTNRBY WI ¢
curriculums are changed to acknowledge such work, comipibased research will not move

F2NB I NRPDE

- )
ation, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Pic 7: DrAjay Kumar, Director, Adult Educ

Dr Ronki Ram, Dean, Faculty of Apmjab Universityagreed thatindian universities needed to be
strengthered, butthese should® G Ay aldAdGdziAzya A0GK | LIJzN1J2aSé o

V Lack of cenrdination between agencies/allied departments of the university, and civil
society

Mr Jagdananda, from CYSD, Odisha, brought attention to the urgent need to link higher academic
institutions with community graps by developing an enabling environment.

[11]
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Often universities have found governance institutions not welcoming of community engagement.

G2 KSy aitdzRSyida 3I32 (2 GKS @GAttl3asSa G2 AYLI SYSyi
awareness programmes government schemes, most sarpanches and block development officers

FNBE y2G KStL¥dA ¢ arAR 5NJalyadz tFyglrNE | SFRXI 5
Sonipat.

tAO yY 5Nl alyadz tFyglNE | SIFERX OnfedipNI YSy (4 2 7F

Dr Sahu from Lucknow University drew attention to the fact that centres of excellence have been
ONBI GSR o0& SEOSttSyid LS2L)Ss gKAOK KlFa y2i LISND
to be cautious about hierarchy and the existingequalities in society, as university teachers
themselves are from such societies. In this timéfofporatisation of universiti€@ universities tend

G2 02YLISGS NI GKSN) GKIy O2tflo02NFGSZ¢é KS &alAR®

G! YAGSNEAGASE ySSR (2 NBnhg@ynuaitginiverkity ieseardckSe 2yt &
partnerships. Some universities/departments are more active than others. Yet, we are not able to

scale up the level of activity. An enabling environment and coordinated efforts for such work is
AYLRNIF Yy (zZéganQamaR t N2 TP Cdz

V llliteracy and unemployment restricts participation of the community in engagement
efforts

Communities should be made to realidbat they too have knowledge and can contribute to
research. Ideas on CURP are emerging from universities, but no such ideas are coming from the
community, and this needs to change.

V Absence of synergy between academia and community

There is politics ithe production of knowledgeThe university alone is not the only repository or
creator of knowledged h F 1 Sy -YH (I SANY§ y26a o06SGGSNI SO2y2YA0a (KI

[12]
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Mungekar reminded uslhat which is created in universities is wealth producimgviledge. History

has shown that knowledge of the masses has never been respected. Only when it is supported by
a2YS aFlOtaeg Aa AG 01y26ftSRAIASR a 1y2e6fSR3IAS o8
between the university and the community, thenetfe should be systems in place not only in the

university but also in the community. These systems should allow community knowledge to be
transferred to the university.

G2S ySSR G2 FO0ly26fSR3IS GKS Ydzidz f AGevergprrt 1 y26°f SF
of society. Should this linkage be a knowledge issue or an academic issue? We can deal with the

attitudinal issue separately. The rhetoric of academic institutions must change, and knowledge

building must become a shared experience. Concretengaships between institutions and across
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Ms Indu Capoor from CHETNA, Ahmedabad, felt the real difference would come through funding
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of the time and resources of communities. In such endeavours, only universities get richer and

community based organisations get exploited. Along with universities, capacity building of civil
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Pic 9: Ms. Indu Capoor, Executive director, CHETNA

There is no doubt higher educational institutions face many constraints in trying to institutionalise
community engagement. These include studéntulty ratio, lack of infrastructure, the institutional
environmentnot beingfacilitative, academicians have a lot of teaching load, lack of funding
opportunities, issue of research ethics, etc. Huge effort emithboration among various universities
and other organisations will be required in institutionalising CURP.

Enabling CommunityJniversity Research Partnerships in India

Enabling processes for CURP and attitudinal shifts do exist in India; it is a question of leadership to
speed up the process.
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