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4ÈÅ ×ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÏÎ Ȭ#ÁÐÁÃÉÔÙ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ "ÁÓÅÄ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÏÒÙ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȭ was organized by 

PRIA, as part of its UNESCO Chair program from April 20 to April 23, 2016, in collaboration with the 

State Planning Commission (SPC), Chhattisgarh, and support from Pandit Ravi Shankar Shukla 

University and WaterAid.  

 

 

The inaugural session of the workshop saw a welcome address given by Dr Rita Venugopalan, 

$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒȟ #ÅÎÔÒÅ ÆÏÒ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ 3ÔÕÄÉÅÓȟ 0ÁÎdit Ravi Shankar Shukla University. Further, the vice-

chancellor, Professor S K Pandey welcomed the dignitaries and re-affirmed the commitment of the 

institution towards fulfilling its social responsibility. He emphasized on the important role of 

Higher EdÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ )ÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬUniversities are places which attracts 

young mind, and therefore, as senior academicians, it is our responsibility to mentor and guide them in 

a way that when they pass out of the universities, they are capable of facing and solving problems of 

ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÏÃÉÅÔÙȭȢ 

 

Pic 1: Prof S K Pandey, underlining the importance of linking universities with the society 

 Dr Rajesh Tandon, Founder-President, PRIA & Co-Chair, UNESCO Chair, briefed the audience on the 

history of participatory research, and what processes went into the creation of PRIA. He said that 

Ȭ5ÎÌÅÓÓ ×Å ÖÁÌÕÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȟ ×Å ÃÁÎÎÏÔ ÃÒÅÁÔÅ ÎÅ× ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅȭ.  (Å ÁÌÓÏ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬWe need to 

redefine our university courses in such a way that community engagement enters the domain of 

teaching and research; and is not kept as an add-ÏÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȭȢ 

DAY 1: APRIL 20, 2016 
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Pic 2: Dignitaries at the dais: Dr Budd Hall, Prof S K Pandey, Shri Sunil Kumar and Dr Rajesh Tandon (left to 

right)  

Dr Budd Hall, Professor, University of Victoria & UNESCO Co-ÃÈÁÉÒȟ ÁÄÄÅÄ ÔÏ $Ò 4ÁÎÄÏÎȭÓ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ 

ÏÎ #"02Ȣ (Å ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬDespite the western scientific knowledge over the last 500 years, still, we are 

ÌÁÃËÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÔÅÌÌÅÃÔÕÁÌ ÔÏÏÌÓ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÄÄÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÆÁÃÉÎÇ ÔÏÄÁÙȭȢ Therefore, Ȭunless 

institutions of higher education find new ways of connecting to the society, our survival in the present 

challenging times will get difficult; and that collaboration between the worlds of theory and practice is 

ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÆÏÒ ÕÓȢȭȢ 

The last speaker in the session was Shri Sunil Kumar, Vice-Chairperson, State Planning Commission, 

Government of Chhattisgarh. As a governmental representative, he re-ÉÔÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎȭÓ 

commitment to support community led initiatives in the state. He shared thaÔ ȬThe major challenge 

ÏÆ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÔÉÍÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÎÔÒÅÎÃÈÅÄ ÄÉÓÃÉÐÌÉÎÁÒÉÁÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÁÄÙ ÔÏ ÂÏÒÒÏ× ÆÒÏÍ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÄÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȟ 

and disregard the fact that knowledge can also come from sources which are different from the 

already established onesȭȢ (Å ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ȬIf we are to understand the 

problems of the state, we need to look inwards, and make most importantly, make our universities 

ÒÅÌÅÖÁÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÃÅÓÓÉÂÌÅȭȢ  
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Pic 3: 0ÉÃ υȡ 3ÈÒÉ 3ÕÎÉÌ +ÕÍÁÒȟ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Ȭ#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ Based Research in Higher Education & 

ÉÔÓ ÒÏÌÅ ÉÎ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȭ 

The first technical session on context setting & CBPR started with Dr Rajesh Tandon, underlining 

the essence of the workshop. He said that, Ȭ Over the next 4 days, we hope to work together with you 

all and develop an understanding of CBPR, and the required skills, so that at the end of the workshop, 

the students group have with them a specific research project, which they would work on, in the 

ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ÍÏÎÔÈÓȭȢ  

 

Pic 4: Dr Rajesh Tandon, facilitating the first technical session of the workshop 
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Dr Tandon further shared the findings of the global study undertaken by the UNESCO Chair on 

Ȭ4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ "ÁÓÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓȭȢ He shared about how there is a high 

demand for CBR was training across the world, while the training opportunities remained scarce. 

Dr Tandon also presented the five pedagogical principles which ideally characterize such training 

initiatives. Further to this, as the workshop was organized in the broad framework of supporting 

the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM) in the state of Chhattisgarh; Dr Alok Pandey, Deputy Director, 

PRIA & Mr Rabindran David Shelley, Senior Program Officer, PRIA presented a brief on the history, 

issues, challenges and innovations under SBM. They shared that the SBM guidelines categorically 

mentioned Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) as the one of the objectives, and about the best 

practice examples from the community, which can be used as models for ways forward. 

Dr Budd Hall, further detailed on the tenets of research, and its principles and value-systems. He 

ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȭ!Ó ÎÏ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÏÂÊÅÃÔÉÖÅÓȟ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÄÕÔÙ ÁÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÉÄÅ 

ÁÒÅ ×Å ÏÎȭȢ (Å ÁÌÓÏ ÓÁÎÇ Á ÓÈÏÒÔ ÓÏÎÇȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬIn academics, there are no neutrals there, you 

ÅÉÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒË ÆÏÒ ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÑÕÏ ÏÒ ÆÏÒ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÃÈÁÎÇÅȭȢ 

Further to this, the students were given a short activity in the form of group discussions. They were 

divided into groups of 8-ρπȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÓËÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ȭexperiences in engaging with the 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅÙ ÆÁÃÅÄȭȢ  

 

Pic 5: Students engaged in group discussions during the first technical session 

After this activity, there was an open floor discussion wherein the students came up with several 

issues and challenges, which were then answered by Dr Budd Hall, in sequence. Some of the 

important lessons he taught the students were: 
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¶ There is a need to build a rapport/relationship of trust with the communities, and for that you 

need to spend quality time with hem 

¶ There is Á ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ȬÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭ ÁÎÄ ȬÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭȢ 

7ÈÁÔ ×Å ÅÍÐÈÁÓÉÚÅ ÉÎ #"02 ÉÓ ȬÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭȟ ÂÅÌÉÅÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ȬÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ 

capable of creating and sharing knowledge with or withÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÅØÔÅÒÎÁÌ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓȭ 

¶ Choice of methods can either restrict or facilitate the kind of knowledge you generate from the 

community. You need to have a proper selection of questions and also a variety of other tools, 

which you can use appropriately, in case the former does not help. 

¶ You need not always be in an ideal position while performing research. In the research process, 

you may be faced with different situations, challenges, power differentials; it is your duty to 

adapt to the local context and engage in meaningful research. 

 

 

Pic 6: Dr Budd Hall, interacting with the students during the open discussion session 

Finally, the day ended with comments from Shri P P Soti, Member, SPC, Chhattisgarh, who 

appreciated the collaborative efforts of the university and the UNESCO Chair for having organized 

this one-of-a-kind training program on CBPR. He reassured the support of the SPC in the process, 

and also called on the students and other participants to contribute and provide feedback to the 

Youth Portal, which was one of the recent initiatives of the SPC. 
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The second day of the capacity building workshop at Pt. Ravi Shankar Shukla University, Raipur 

started with Dr Rajesh Tandon, sharing with the participants the agenda for the day, and details of 

ÔÈÅ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ÄÅÄÉÃÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ ȬArts-based methods in 

ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȭ, and the resource person for the session was Dr Darlene Clover, Professor, University of 

Victoria, Canada. In her session, Dr Clover very clearly articulated about the various forms of arts 

based research, its implications, and its usability in Community Based Participatory Research 

(CBPR). 

 

Pic 7ȡ $Ò $ÁÒÌÅÎÅ #ÌÏÖÅÒȟ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Ȭ!ÒÔÓ-ÂÁÓÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ -ÅÔÈÏÄÓȭ 

Dr Clover shared tÈÁÔȟ Ȭ!ÒÔ ÆÏÒÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÔ ÃÁÐÔÕÒÉÎÇ ÄÙÎÁÍÉÃ ÌÉÖÉÎÇ ÓÙÓÔÅÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 

ÍÕÌÔÉÄÉÍÅÎÓÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÏÆÔÅÎ ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ #"02 ȬȢ 3ÈÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ȬArts are very 

creative and imaginative means for knowledge making, and can explain aspects which are otherwise 

difficult to articulate, and that if we are not addressing critical issues or common assumption, we are 

ÎÏÔ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÓÏÃÉÁÌ ÊÕÓÔÉÃÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈȭȭ. She concluded her presentation by sharing 

some pictorial depictions of varying situations. She used this to make the students understand 

about the varied applicability and innovation involved in this form of research. 

Further to the presentation, the floor was opened for group discussions among the students on 

issues like challenges in this kind of research, applicability in the research process, and the 

considerations that are important to look after, before using these methods. What followed was a 

good half hour of brainstorming among students in groups, who then came up with a range of 

issues that marked the use of arts based methods in research. Some of the issues that emerged are: 

¶ There is a lot of sensitivity involved in this methodology. We need to be very careful of 

ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȭÓ ÖÁÌÕÅÓ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ×Å ÕÓÅ ÓÕÃÈ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓ ÔÏ ÓÏÌÖÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÐÒoblems. 

DAY 2: APRIL 21, 2016 
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¶ Language barriers pose a huge challenge when attempting to use this methodology when 
working with the communities 

¶ While arts based research is not very common, it can be used to good effect, for demonstrating 
the existential causes behind a particular problem. 

¶ The researcher needs to develop appropriate and minimum levels of skills required for using 
this method meaningfully. 

¶ Different arts based methods should be applied to different age groups. For example, while 
drawing/painting can be used to engage children; others involving more intellectual 
capacities like role plays can be used when working with adults. 

¶ Certain arts based techniques like videography, photography calls for the required technical 
support. 

To the above issues that were shared with the students, Dr Clover mentioned some crisp pointers 

about how to apply this method in the field. Some of her important comments were: 

¶ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÈÉÇÈ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÏÆ ÅÔÈÉÃÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÏÌÏÇÙ ÔÏ ÓÅÒÖÅ ÏÎÅȭÓ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ 
purpose. 

¶ We have to chose the art form which is convenient for the community in question, and also in 
sync with their values and belief systems 

¶ It is a great idea to approach the artists in the communities, and seek their support in fulfilling 
the research objective through this methodology. 

The second session of day 2 began with the release of the video documentary produced by the PRIA 

team, working on Swachh Bharat Mission (in association with WaterAid). 

 

Pic 8: Video documentary prepared by PRIA, Chhattisgarh team (in association with WaterAid) being 

released by Dr Rajesh Tandon, Dr Budd Hal, Ms. Mansha (WaterAid) & Ms. Asha Srivastava (PRIA) 
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4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÔÅÃÈÎÉÃÁÌ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÆÏÃÕÓÅÄ ÏÎ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÌÉËÅ 

research topic, research question, and research design. The resource person for the session was Dr 

Sumona Dasgupta, Visiting fellow, PRIA. Dr Sumona began the session by underlining two key 

principles of Participatory Research, which were, firstly, that language is not the only source of 

communication with the communities; and secondly, it is essential that the researcher observes the 

power dynamics in the community with whom he is working.  

Thereafter, Dr Sumona talked about the difference between a research topic and a research design, 

as the former gave a broader perspective on an issue, while the latter focused on a particular doable 

ÁÎÄ ÆÅÁÓÉÂÌÅ ÁÓÐÅÃÔ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÒÏÁÄ ÕÍÂÒÅÌÌÁ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍÅÒȢ 3ÈÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ ȬSocial research 

needs a design/structure before the actual process of data collection and analysis can begin, and 

therefore a concrete research question needs to be framed before determining ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÍÅÔÈÏÄÓȢȭ  

Dr Sumona also articulated the difference between a research design and a research methoÄȟ ÁÓ ÔÈÅȭ 

ÆÉÒÓÔ ×ÁÓ Á ÌÏÇÉÃÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ×ÁÓ Á ÌÏÇÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȭȢ 

The students were then invited to form groups and to think of any broad research topic, and 

generate two research questions from the same. After exhaustive deliberations and discussions, 

several groups came up with interesting and enticing research topic and questions, which were 

shared with rest of the participants. Dr Alok Pandey gave feedback to the students on their ideas, 

which were complemented by very good suggestions which came from the rest of the audience. He 

ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ Ȭ)Ô ÉÓ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÌÅÁÒÎȟ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ×ÏÒÒÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÏÒ ×ÒÏÎÇ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓȭ.  

 

Pic 9ȡ 'ÒÏÕÐ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Ȭ$ÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÂÅÔ×ÅÅÎ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÔÏÐÉÃ Ǫ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎȭ 

During this exercise, the students were made to reflect on their learning, and develop in them, the 

skills and the practical understanding that was required to frame research topics and questions. 

The day ended with another 5-minute group activity where the students were made to reflect on 

the challenges that emerged in their respective groups during the discussion process. Some of the 

points they came up with were, ȬÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÌÌÅnge of incorporating the interests of various disciplines, the 

journey from disagreement to agreement, entrenched biases, jumping to methods before deciding on 

ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÃÒÅÔÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÅÔÃȭ. 
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The third day of the capacity building workshop started with two student groups making their 

presentations on their understanding of research topic and questions, which was carried forward 

from the day before. This was facilitated by Dr Sumona Dasgupta, Visiting Fellow, PRIA. This was 

followed by an open discussion where the students shared their understanding and thoughts on the 

×ÏÒÄ ȬÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȭȢ 7ÈÉÌÅ ÖÁÒÙÉÎÇ ÉÎÐÕÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÅÄȟ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÎ ÔÉÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÔÈÅ 

ÔÈÅÏÒÅÔÉÃÁÌ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ ȬÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȭȢ -ÓȢ 7ÁÆÁ 3ÉÎÇÈȟ )ÎÄÉÁ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒȟ 5.%3#/ Chair, 

used the theoretical concepts to make the students understand its implications, and the similarities 

between book concepts and their thought process. 

 

Pic 10ȡ -ÓȢ 7ÁÆÁ 3ÉÎÇÈȟ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÈÅÒ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Ȭ0ÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅÓ ÉÎ 0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÉÏÎȭ 

Thereafter, Mr. Walter Lepore presented the research design of the recently concluded study on 

Ȭ4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ .ÅØÔ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ "ÁÓÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓȭȢ 7ÉÔÈ ÈÉÓ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎȟ -Ò ,ÅÐÏÒÅ 

tried to make a point on how the project conceptualized. He traced the entire process from the 

motivation to do the research project, the broad topic, specific research questions, and 

methodology used and finally, the findings that emerged.  

He gave the students some very useful tips on how to narrow down from the topic to the questions, 

ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÍÉÎÄȟ ÉÔÓ ÆÅÁÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÁÎÄ ÕÓÅÆÕÌÎÅÓÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÃÏÎÔÅØÔȢ (Å ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ ȬWe, as 

researchers are not free from biases, however, what is important is that we understand and recognize 

them, and ensure that it does not hamper our reseaÒÃÈ ×ÏÒËȢ Ȭ 

DAY 3: APRIL 22, 2016 
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Pic 11ȡ -Ò 7ÁÌÔÅÒ ,ÅÐÏÒÅȟ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÏÎ Ȭ4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ .ÅØÔ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 

#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ "ÁÓÅÄ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓȭ 

Further, Dr Alok Pandey, Deputy Director, PRIA, made a presentation on Participatory Rural 

Appraisal concepts ÁÎÄ ÔÒÉÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÕÉÌÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔȭÓ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅȟ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ÉÍÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ 

Dr Pandey detailed out some of the common research methods used in participatory research, and 

ÄÅÍÏÎÓÔÒÁÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÉÃÔÏÒÉÁÌ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÉÏÎÓȢ (Å ÓÈÁÒÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȟ ȬWe need to treat our 

ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔÓ ÁÓ ȬÃÉÔÉÚÅÎÓȭ ÁÎÄ ÎÏÔ ÁÓ ȬÂÅÎÅÆÉÃÉÁÒÉÅÓȭȢ 7Å ÁÌÓÏ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÔÏ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÁÃÔÓ ÉÓ 

ÉÍÐÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÏÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÎÆÌÕÅÎÃÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÈÁÖÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅÍȭ 

 

Pic 12ȡ $Ò !ÌÏË 0ÁÎÄÅÙȟ ÓÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÈÉÓ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÎ Ȭ0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÏÒÙ 2ÅÓÅÁÒÃÈ -ÅÔÈÏÄÓȭ 
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Further to this, the students were made to perform a group activity, and do a practical exercise of 

research methods like transect walk, resource mapping, social mapping etc. They made to do a 

quick recee of the university premises and prepare a chart of their findings.  

The students were seen as very actively participating in the activity, engaging with the task at hand, 

and most importantly, showed their keenness to learn new things, which could improve their 

research skills and abilities. 

 

 

Pic 13: Group activity on PR methods 

Some of the other methods demonstrated were Focused Group Discussions (FGDs), and semi 

structured interviews. These two methods were practiced in a manner that related to the skills that 

a researcher needs to acquire in order to do CBR & facilitate community knowledge. The fish bowl 

ÍÅÔÈÏÄ ×ÁÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÄÏÉÎÇ &'$Óȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÏ ÂÒÁÉÎÓÔÏÒÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÐÉÃȟ ȬLack of 

employment in the state, and the gender inequality in the sameȭȢ  

At the end of the exercise, Dr Alok Pandey, who facilitated the session, used audience feedback to 

reflect on the process from the point of view of the discussants and the audience alike. Some of the 

major points which emerged are: 

¶ Need of a facilitator to lead the discussion is extremely important 

¶ Keeping personal views exclusive from the topic of the question is essential. 
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¶ Playing the role of respectful listener is also an important part of an FGD 

¶ Need to ensure that the discussions closely follow the topic at hand. 

 

 

Pic 14: Students engaged in Focused Group Discussion 

The last session, which particularly focused on development of skills, was organized in a way that 

student volunteers acted as interviewee, while Dr Alok Pandey played the role of an interviewer. 

Therefore, using the format of a semi structured interview, the students were taught the basic 

nuances of conducting interviews in the community, and the aspects that needed to be kept in mind.  

3ÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȭÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÅÍÅÒÇÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎ ÁÒÅȡ 

¶ Making the interviewee comfortable in the discussion 

¶ Being ready for surprises/unpleasant occurrences 

¶ Maintaining the flow of the conversation 

¶ Being sensitive towards community values/belief systems 

 

 

 


